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LEBANON: Tensions Abating 


//Tensions over southern Lebanon appear to have 
aoatect, although some skirmishing continued yesterday between 
Lebanese Christian and Palestinian forces near the Lebanese- 
Israeli border.// 


//The Israeli government issued a communique 
alter its cabinet meeting yesterday indicating that the gov- 
ernment was maintaining "vigorous" diplomatic contacts attended 
by the appropriate security measures to sec ure the return of 
the Syrian units to their former positions. I^ - ^ ~~ 
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SOUTH AFRICA: Church Challenges Government 


In open defiance of South Africa's racial discrimi- 
nation laws, the Catholic Church has opened its white schools 
to non-whites. Thus far, less than 100 black and colored stu- 
dents have been enrolled in a few schools throughout the coun- 
try. Church officials, who have said the schools will be inte- 
grated at an extremely slow pace, are waiting for the govern- 
ment's reaction to their challenge to one of the main tenents 
of apartheid. 


The Catholics have the largest black membership of 

any church in the country, and the congregation is steadily 
growing. In 1970 there were nearly one and a half million 
black Catholics — more than 80 percent of the church's total 
membership in South Africa. The Vatican, aware of the increas- 
ing importance of black Catholics on a continent where Chris- 
tianity is generally declining, has given clear support to 
school integration. 


The Anglican Church has openly espoused the principle 
of integrated schools, but has taken a more cautious approach 
by seeking permission from Cape Province officials to inte- 
grate. The Methodists are also interested in desegregating 
their schools. 


| Transvaal provincial officials have threatened to 

close the integrated Catholic schools there but have not yet 
done so. The provincial government in the Cape, in an apparent 
attempt to avoid an immediate confrontation between church and 
state, has referred the Anglican request to the cabinet. The 
minister of education has issued a warning of serious implica- 
tions but has expressed a willingness to discuss the problems 
if parental attitudes are also taken into account. 


| | The government has several options but whatever it 

does, it is highly unlikely to ignore the problem in light of 
the extensive publicity the school integration has received: 

— It could turn a blind eye to school integration, as it 
has previously to racially mixed convents, parish houses, 
and Catholic schools that enrolled a few colored students 
on a trial basis last year. Because of the extensive pub- 
licity the current school integration has received, this 
course seems highly unlikely. 
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— It could allow a small number of non-white students to 
enroll in church schools. These individual exemptions 
could be rationalized under the doctrine of Christian 
National Education that allows Afrikaans and English- 
speaking communities to provide their children with an 
education preserving their own heritages. This option 
would permit the government to control the number of 
students enrolled in church schools. 


— It could withdraw the registration of the integrated 
schools, thus legally closing them. The schools could 
not continue to operate independently, because white 
parents could be prosecuted for not providing their 
children the ten years of compulsory education. 


— It could prosecute the parents of the non-white stu- 
dents for breaking segregation laws, thus effectively 
halting integration. 


Whatever the outcome, the Catholic Church sees the 
rime as ripe to take the first step toward the changes it feels 
must eventually come to South Africa. The government's decision 
will deter mine what move, if any, the English-speaking churches 
make next. 
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INDIA: Elections Announced 


Indian Prime Minister Gandhi's decision to hold a 
parliamentary election in mid-March was made in the hope of 
taking advantage of her present strengths and the opposition's 
present weaknesses. The country's economy today is relatively 
buoyant, and there appears to be little organized opposition 
to the 19-month-old state of emergency. 


| The opposition has little cohesion. The non-communist 

parties probably will have too little time to join forces to 
counter Gandhi's ruling Congress Party. The four largest non- 
communist opposition parties with a national following are at- 
tempting to create a united front, but conflicting ideologies 
and personalities will limit their effectiveness. 
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Selection of candidates to oppose Congress Party 
will be a real test of opposition unity. The opposi- 


nommees 

tion parties lack the financial support that the Congress Party 
is able to obtain from the business community. 


The pro-Soviet Communist Party of India, an ally of 

the Congress Party in several states in the last national 
election in 1971, is in an awkward position. The party's re- 
cent criticism of Gandhi's son San jay for his generally prag- 
matic and often conservative economic and social proposals 
has angered the Prime Minister. Without elective arrangements 
with the Congress Party, the Communists stand to win consid- 
erably fewer seats in a new parliament than the 24 that they 
held in the last one. 


Gandhi probably sees the election as a chance to 

stifle international criticism of her original decision to im- 
pose the state of emergency and jail her opponents. The state 
of emergency has not been rescinded for the election, although 
some emergency regulation--such as press censorship and re- 
strictions on political activity--have been relaxed. 


The government retains the option of tightening 
Restrictions at any time before or after the balloting. Gandhi 
said as much when she announced the election on January 18. 

She asserted that the country had been brought back to health, 
but she war ned her opponents that the governme nt could tolerate 
no relapse. 
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